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ANNUALs.... Versus..... PERENNIALs????

ANNUALs

PERENNIALs

-

Instant gratification, and can be used to
fill gaps immediately. No long term
commitment.

Unless you buy fully grown specimens
planning, and patience, is needed, but

then gratifying results are achieved
after the first growing season.

Cost per plant is minimal but die back
after one growing season, requiring
replanting each year.

Some varieties need replacing after 3

years but most go on to flower year

after year. They also spread and can

be divided to provide extra plants.

Most tend to be of the smaller variety
so only suitable for the front of beds, or
pots/hanging baskets.

They come in a variety of sizes from

low growing ground cover to tall,
graceful, specimens.

Have shorter roots so tend to need
more water, and on a regular basis.
Can’t cope with periods of drought so
therefore need monitoring to ensure
suitable water consumption.

Generally, need less water AFTER
they are established as they have a
more robust root system that allows
them to access moisture more
effectively.

Bright colours, and a range of varieties.

Are often less flashy but have a very

wide range of varieties, providing
different heights, colours, foliage an
shape of flowers.
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Tend to be limited to summer months.

Can have shorter bloom times but

choosing the right combination means

you can have flowering plants March

through to beginning of October.

What are bright, colourful, flowers to us
don’t always attract insects so NOT ALL
ANNUALSs are pollinators. So, if you
wish to contribute to the ecosystem you
need to research which are the best
annuals to buy.

Offer abundant nectar, and pollen,
including those perennials with sma
flowers. Perennials also provide lon
termed foraging as the overall
flowering season is more spread ou
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Don’t contribute to soil health.

Help improve soil structure and reduce

erosion by binding the soil with their

longer roots. They also help retain
nutrients and carbon in the soil.

Tend to like a sunny position.

Range of plants that can cope through

shade, up to full sun.

Many are grown in peat-based compost
and large amounts of water, heat, and
fertiliser, are used to propagate them.
There are yearly transport implications.
Hanging baskets/planters require new
compost each year.

Sold in plastic pots/trays which can end
up on landfill.

They live for multiple years reducing

waste and the carbon footprint
associated with production and
transportation. They also spread an
can be divided to make more plants
With a little effort perennials can be
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grown from seed, using recycled, or

decomposable pots.

Find common varieties of perennials at most garden centres, and other big outlets, but

there are some less common varieties which can be bought at specialist nurseries, or on-

line nurseries. These can include perennials native to your own area.

You don’t have to be an experienced gardener, with lots of time, to enjoy perennials. |




