
MORE to CONIFERS than you think!!! 
 

Grow history in your garden as conifers date back 300 million years!!! 
There are 7 families of conifers and over 500 species ……..AND…… 
there is a conifer for every garden and it doesn’t mean a giant Leylandii!! 
 

• Cost – only an initial outlay as conifers last many years…. 

• Sustainability…..as they live for multiple years it reduces the waste and carbon 
footprint associated with production, and transportation…. 

• ALL YEAR greenery – dark greens, pale vivid greens, greys and variegated… 

• Shape – they come in all shapes……cylindrical, bushy, trees, ground covering… 

• Size - from dwarf specimens upwards….. 

• Leaf texture - there are many types of leaves – each with their own attraction….. 

• Seasonal interest – Many conifers show vivid variegation in their colours in the 
season of their new growth and many conifers have interesting cones, at certain 
times of the year…. 

• Watering – they need virtually no watering, even in drought periods….. 

• Maintenance – most none, others light yearly pruning…. 

• Aesthetically pleasing – and giving structure to your garden…. 
 
☺ Combine conifers, and some other evergreens, in your garden and you will have 

all year round interest, even in the winter, and with low maintenance. 
☺ Marry your choice of conifers with perennials, bulbs, flowering vegetables, and 

herbs to enjoy a long flower season. 
☺ Dense foliage provides shelter for birds, insects and other wildlife, 

supporting local biodiversity. Bushy, ground cover, specimens provide 
wonderful hibernation places for hedgehogs. They enhance soil health by 
preventing erosion and improving water retention.  And they absorb CO2, 
so enhancing air quality. 

 

Considerations:- 

• Resistance to snow damage – the conifers with needle like leaves can cope 
with snow but conifers with broad leaves can have branches weighed down with 
snow so need it clearing straight away………….. 

• Position…………. Most conifers, like other plants, can adapt to their position but 
some conifers don’t like an exposed position that can be vulnerable to wind, 
which dries out the leaves……….. 

• Speed of growth – Most achieve their maximum height in 10 years. Read the 
label carefully when you buy it to check it’s final height - more mature specimens 
can be bought for more instant effect……… 

• Maintenance  – simple pruning generally retains their character – check the 
internet for pruning advice to ensure it doesn’t make them look misshaped………. 

• Shedding of needles – most conifers retain their leaves all year round but a few 
shed and you need to think of plants underneath, and any nearby pond. 

• Soil – like other plants they will adopt to where their roots are but generally, they 
like acidic soil………….. 

 
Find common varieties of conifers at garden centres but there also specialist 
nurseries who can advise you on the best specimens for your garden, and 
what, if any, care they will need…and also loads of information on the Internet 


