
 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is the full list of what to consider: 

• Greywater is safe for many plants: 

Washing-up water, along with water from showers and baths, is considered greywater 

and can be used in the garden.  

• Dilution is key: 

Soil and potting compost can filter out some of the soap and detergent residues, and 

these residues can even act as a mild fertilizer.  

• Avoid harmful chemicals: 

Water containing bleach, strong cleaning products, or excessive salt from dishwashers 

should not be used as they can harm plants and soil.  

• Consider the type of washing-up liquid: 

Biodegradable detergents are preferable, as they are less likely to contain harmful 

chemicals.  

• Don't use it on edible plants (especially raw): 

Greywater, including washing-up water, may contain bacteria or other contaminants 

that could be harmful if consumed, especially when eaten raw.  

• Store properly: 

If storing greywater, do so for short periods, especially in warm weather, to prevent 

bacteria from multiplying.  

• Water the soil, not the leaves: 

Avoid pouring greywater directly onto plant leaves, as it can cause leaf burn or other 

damage.  
 

 

 It's generally okay to water your plants with 
washing-up water, also known as 
greywater, but with some precautions.  

✓ It's best to use it for ornamental plants and 
to avoid using it on edible plants, especially 
those eaten raw, due to potential 
contaminants.  

✓ Also, ensure the water is cool and don't 
pour it directly onto the leaves, but rather 
onto the soil.  

 

Another tip:- 

✓ When you are washing up, if your water 
takes a long time to heat up, put a 
watering can under the flow, while you 
are waiting for the water to get to the 
required temperature. 

✓ That way, you will be catching the water 
that would normally go down the sink. 

 

 

 


