Our garden — impact on wildlife and the environment

Wildlife

e Hedgehogs:-
o Shelter - 5 handmade hedgehog houses hidden in the front garden:-

» Houses can be made very cheaply from recycled pallets/old
wood (instructions on YouTube). Also Staffordshire Wildlife trust
website has a page called “help a hedgehog” which gives
alternative building instructions;

= Around the base of our front fences, we lay sawn off branches,
which can also be used by the hedgehogs as shelter;

o Water — 5 shallow, ground level, bowls which are easily accessible;

o Highways - We help hedgehogs get around by having a hole in our
fence that connects our front, and, back garden;

e Birds:- ,/i*;

o Conifers, and shrubs, provide nesting sites; S
o Evergreens provide sources of food like insects, and seasonal
berries;

o A sheltered feeding station provides all year round food,;
o Birdbaths provide water for drinking, and bathing, so does our pond,;
e Insects:-
o Both the front, and back, gardens have a variety of insect hotels —
: including handmade “Bugingham Palace” and “Waspminster Abbey”;
%) o Sawn off branches, placed at the base of the front fences, also
provide habitats;
o The wide range of planting provide all year round habitats, and a long
foraging season; '
e Pond: -
o Contains a variety of wildlife;
o Springtime, frogs can be seen/heard breeding.
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e Our chippings/bark:-
o Give rain a chance to infiltrate instead of flowing away as runoff;
o Helps the soil retain water by minimizing evaporation and reducing the
need for frequent watering;
o Bark provides a habitat for insects;
e Water butts....five (four of which feed into each other) collect water from
our rooves, and when it rains they quickly fill...........
o Collected water, that would just drain away, not only cuts down on
water bills, but reduces the amount taken from reservoirs;
o Can help to capture excess water, preventing it from overwhelming
local drains and sewers, potentially reducing the risk of flooding;
o Provides plants with water that has a lower pH and higher nitrate
content;
e Planting - Our collection of evergreens, conifers, and perennials provide:-
o A substantial root system which helps maintain water loss;
o Shelter for a range of birds, insects, and frogs;
o Long term foraging, for insects, as the perennial flowering season is
well spread out;
o Food for birds and insects;
o Reduces the waste and carbon footprint associated with the
production, and transportation, of annuals;
e Composting:-
o Our small compost bin can produce the equivalent of a bag of bought
compost, each season, and we have just started a second bin;
o Anything that can’t be composted is put in the council recycling bin;
e Fertilisers: -
o We avoid using any chemical fertilisers, relying just on good
gardening habits for results;
e Recycling:-
o We think of how we can “repurpose” things — for example:-
» Old pallets used to make insect hotels;
= 2 leaky bird baths, and water bowl, used to plant alpines;
» A leaky metal bucket has become a planter.

We are lucky to have a bigger than average garden but all of the above
can be scaled down to suit whatever size garden you have L



